Praziquantel for treatment of malaria.
The possible effect of oral praziquantel on malaria parasites was studied. Nine patients with P. falciparum and one patient with P. vivax were treated with 30 mg/kg/day of praziquantel in three divided doses for a maximum of 8 days. The results showed that eight patients had complete cure within 4-6 days of using praziquantel. Two patients with P. falciparum complicated by jaundice and severe anemia showed no response and required antimalarial drugs. One patient had bloody diarrhoea. It could be concluded that praziquantel might represent a new line for treatment of malaria.